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FERS means the basic benefit portion
of the Federal Employees Retirement
System established in subchapters I, II,
IV, V, and VI of chapter 84 of title 5,
United States Code; FERS does not in-
clude benefits under the Thrift Savings
Plan established under subchapters III
and VII of chapter 84 of title 5, United
States Code;

Missing annuitant means an indi-
vidual who has acquired the status of
missing annuitant under §880.203(b).

Subpart B—Procedures

§880.201 Purpose and scope.

This subpart establishes the proce-
dures that OPM will use to—

(a) Determine that an individual is a
missing annuitant;

(b) Suspend payment of annuity to a
missing annuitant;

(c) Notify individuals affected by
such a suspension of payments; and

(d) Determine that a missing annu-
itant has died.

§880.202 Referral to Associate Direc-
tor.

Any OPM office that receives infor-
mation concerning the possibility that
an annuitant might have disappeared
will notify the Associate Director.

§880.203 Missing annuitant status and
suspension of annuity.

(a) Upon receipt of information con-
cerning the possibility that an annu-
itant has disappeared, the Associate
Director will conduct such inquiry as
he or she determines to be necessary to
determine whether the annuitant is
alive and whether the annuitant’s
whereabouts can be determined.

(b) If during an inquiry under para-
graph (a) of this section, or upon subse-
quent receipt of additional informa-
tion, the Associate Director finds sub-
stantial evidence (as defined in
§1201.56(c)(1) of this title) to believe
that an annuitant is either not alive or
that the annuitant’s whereabouts can-
not be determined, the annuitant ac-
quires the status of missing annuitant.
The Associate Director will then—

(1) Suspend payments to the missing
annuitant; and

§880.206

(2) Notify individuals who may be
able to qualify for payments under
§880.302 that—

(i) OPM has suspended the annuity
payments to the missing annuitant;

(ii) Payment may be made under
§880.302, including the amount avail-
able for payment, how that amount
was determined, and the documenta-
tion required (if any) to qualify for
such payments; and

(iii) In response to an inquiry from
any person seeking CSRS, FERS,
FEHBP, or FEGLI benefits, OPM will
provide information about documenta-
tion necessary to establish a claim for
such benefits.

§880.204 Restoration of annuity.

(a) If the missing annuitant’s where-
abouts are determined, and he or she is
alive and—

(1) Competent, OPM will resume pay-
ments to the annuitant and pay retro-
active annuity for the period in miss-
ing status less any payment made to
the family during that period; or

(2) Incompetent, OPM will resume
payments to a representative payee
under section 8345(e) or section 8466(c)
of title 5, United States Code, and pay
retroactive annuity for the period in
missing status less any payment made
to the family during that period.

(b) If the missing annuitant’s where-
abouts cannot be determined, missing
annuitant status continues until an au-
thorized institution determines that
the missing annuitant is dead. (See
§880.205.)

§880.205 Determinations of death.

OPM does not make findings of pre-
sumed death. A claimant for CSRS,
FERS, or FEGLI death benefits (other
than payments under §880.302) or an in-
dividual seeking an adjustment of ac-
counts under §880.207 must submit a
death certificate or other legal certifi-
cation of death issued by an authorized
institution.

§880.206 Date of death.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, for the purpose of
benefits administered by OPM, the date
of death of a missing annuitant who
has been determined to be dead by an
authorized institution is the date of
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